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although this program was made in February of 1988 the information contained in it about Jesse Jackson 
was never brought out in the regular media we sat in negotiations with Fidel Castro which was Fidel his his 
his essentially ambassador United States Ramon Sanchez Peroni Reverend Jackson and myself and we sat 
down an ago she ation for seven hours non-stop negotiations and it was just phenomenal to me what he 
liked it well partially a very complex individual of course as one would imagine someone of his of his stature 
and his experience and so on he is a very funny man tremendous sense of timing | think that probably comes 
from him being a minister and | mean he can just keep us laughing the whole time that were that were on 
their own on the road and has a tremendous facility for mimicking other politicians and know who does he 
knew he does crown Thurman were away after gathered today in Egypt in Texas have lost their jobs who oil 
drops $20 a barrel more than GRU is in trouble we're not in World War two anymore Europe is their borders 


are secure they're able to take care of themselves we spent almost 45% of our defence budget on the 
defense of Europe alone and so he begins to see that you know there is a real possibility now for a reduction 
in arms a very real possibility for a reduction in the bloated military military budget now 
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bloated military military budget now what does that mean that means that he it frees up monies for domestic 
spending it frees up monies for helping we focus on Jessie Jackson what's he like what's unique about him 
how about his sense of humor does he have any chance to win we talked with the Texas campaign manager 
for Jackson and see portions of a speech by Jesse right now on alternative views in February of 1988 we 
presented information about Jessie Jackson as he was trying to get the Democratic nomination for president 
but the information we have contrast greatly with what you were being told on the establishment media about 
the man hello welcome to alternative views today we're going to begin discussing the future of American 
politics after Reagan and Reaganism we assume him that Ronald Reagan like all old generals will eventually 
just fade away and something new will take his place so the question is what's next for American politics 
after Reaganism well the 1988 election will begin deciding the fate of American politics and thus were very 
happy to have with us today our mondo Gutierrez who is the Texas manager of the Jesse Jackson campaign 
for presidency Armando 
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Jackson campaign for presidency Armando was a professor at the University of Texas at Houston University 
and at Mississippi State in Jackson and has been with the Jackson campaign since 1984 and thus is one of 
the most experienced political operatives as well as a political scientist so Armando welcome back to Austin 
we're glad to have you with us today it's good to be back on alternative years in 1986 Jesse Jackson made a 
speech to the local p9 workers of the United Food and Commercial Workers Union and we have a copy of 
that speech and we'll play portions of it this evening an alternative use Houston fighting struggles grow and 
develop that many ways to make the stroke wants to take your eyes off of the prize in your life the bridge 
became divide and conquer discussing everything in the dress except the crime the Bible teaches without 
vision people perish if you lose out the ambition will lose the struggle the vision is workers walk to work and 
the pay for the work the danger here is not funny for well favorite funny five share we want to learn but then 
get paid for the work that we do on the save and health status my father than messages hair Paris for 
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my father than messages hair Paris for go use Paris as a substitute but was eyes being on the cries you 
must not lose the model initially if the nation focuses on T - and believe and share and tails it is not very 
much appeal here nada this is about jobs and peace and justice and same question Commission's in effect 
everybody our challenge today maintain the model hi guys don't lose your head you to your body soon 
develop maintain your eyes on the bride when your back is against the wall don't get fat focus it on the 
mailman for me see a post office let's begin by discussing the most important issues in the 1988 election 
what do you think the election is all about well | guess that a and a kind of a broader level probably what | 
would see as being the most significant issue is the issue of leadership in that in many ways what the 
President of the United States does is really offer a kind of moral philosophical and of course political 
economic etc leadership for the nation sets a tone within which 
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for the nation sets a tone within which American politics operates and | think it's a it's it's it's a significance 
that is often overlooked | think one of the legacies of the Reagan administration is going to be that he set a 
tone that was really quite negative a tone that was very that appealed to some of our baser instincts as 
human beings all of us of course have fears insecurities etc and one of the things that that Reagan played to 
and did it very skillfully was to those kinds of fears and Prejudice fears and prejudices of people who spoke 
different languages who came from different backgrounds people's whose whose sexual preferences were 


different and so on and it created an atmosphere it was it was almost it was almost okay to be mean to 
people who were less fortunate to people who who had not had the same kind of of possibilities in life that 
others had and so | think that ultimately becomes a very very significant issue in this campaign who of all the 
candidates who are who are currently running offers the kind of leadership that will give America a new 
direction give America the possibility of looking not only at itself but indeed looking at the world in a way that 
is really significantly and fundamentally different from the way in which we have looked at it for some time 
now really but particularly in the last in the last couple of for the last two administration's of Ronald Reagan 
beyond that | think obviously the the issue that probably most people are really looking at is the issue the 
economy | think it's become very clear Reagan was almost able to ride out his two terms with the idea that 
you know you were better off under Reagan than you were under previous presidents and of course about a 
year or so before before he was able to go out of office the chickens have come home to roost and so of 
course the stock market crash and the iran-contra hearings a whole series of things have demonstrated 
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whole series of things have demonstrated that not only in terms of the economy but as far as foreign policy in 
a variety of other areas that you know again we were being led in an in of in a very in a very altom utley 
negative direction and ultimately self-destructive regarding American economy in American people a 
direction so | think that that becomes a particularly important issue that is the overall status of the American 
economy and who has the kind of vision the kind of programs that can lead us in a direction that will that will 
put us back on our feet again financially how does Jesse Jackson stand out from the others of differentiate 
from the others in this regard | think on certain you talk about specific the economy or you well know 
leadership question on the leadership yes okay what vision right well | it it would almost take two or three or 
four of these programs | think to lay it out but fundamentally | think you're looking at at a very very basically 
different view not only at America but of the world that is in many instances many of the candidates still are 
operating under presumptions under ideas that were evolved around the Cold War period you know all of us 
grew up in that period where you know the Soviets were expansion is the Chinese were expansionist 
everybody was out to get us every time that anybody in the third world sneezed unit was because of some 
communist conspiracy and so on course the US was expansionist at the same time it was just different 
superpowers absolute landed against each other cause these tensions of the Cold War no question in my 
point that | think of all the candidates that are running only Jessie in a very significant way embodies that 
alternative view and what it means is not only that we deal with other countries in a different way but that 
indeed they view us differently you know our experience in our in our trips around the world has really been 
quite phenomenal because | think | can say with confidence that there is no other American who could go 
virtually anywhere 
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American who could go virtually anywhere in the world including not only the hundred and thirty countries 
that are generally seen as being part of the third world but even in the in the developed countries 
industrialized countries of the west and the east and so on and could draw huge audiences from the rank- 
and-file population as well as being able to negotiate and deal with with leadership | think Jessie is the only 
person who can do that this is an amazing thing about me I've noticed in following Jesse Jackson in various 
places over the past several years he seems to have an incredible ability to negotiate and he can go into a 
situation where you think hey you're gonna lose your life but he can come out and get the people talking and 
get some type of agreement this is an amazing skill absolutely no question in fact that you thought them and 
| guess when you were on some of these international trips certainly did I've seen at an international level as 
well as here domestically I've seen him in several union management confrontations it's situations where you 
had had these these people on strike or you had had you know some ugly incidents going on for for several 
years and Jesse able to come into that situation and basically sit down with both sides and some instances 
they would even sit down with each other but he would go and talk with one side talk a little bit about the 
what the issues were and so on go and talk with management and find out whether and then see where the 
points of vulnerability the points of where there is potential agreement and then work that out at the 


international level the exact same thing you know we sat in negotiations with Fidel Castro which was a feat in 
his his essential his ambassador United States Ramon Sanchez Pydhonie Reverend Jackson and myself 
and we sat down in ago she ation for seven hours non-stop negotiations and it was just phenomenal to me 
whatever they didn't go sharing that well the whole series of things we had been told we all of our all of the 
foreign trips that we take we always make it a point of talking with our State Department before we go we 
always 
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State Department before we go we always make it a point of letting them know exactly what we're doing 
where we're going when we're going to be there etc and getting briefed on US policy in the area u.s. interests 
in the area as defined by the State Department etc we did this on this occasion we had been told that that 
fee then would not be willing to negotiate a whole series of things one the family reunification the reaccept 
INSERM reo Bolton if people the normalization of relations with the United States the the beginning of talks 
with the United States with no preconditions acceptance of the contorta process in Central America and a 
series of other things and we sat down and taught those things through and what we found of course was 
that fee that was willing to agree to all those things he was willing to talk without any preconditions with the 
United States he was willing to establish normalized relations with us indeed he said he'd like to his 
argument was of course quite logical that that many of the goods that they get whether it's its medical 
supplies or whether it's a Auto Parts etc have to come all the way from Eastern Europe those are the 
countries that have historically have you started been supportive of Cuba that they would love to do it with us 
| mean it's 90 miles away Key West Florida is 90 miles away from from Cuba that it was it made all kinds of 
sense for all kinds of reasons and that they had come to to accept the fact that they live next to the world's 
largest Superpower and they didn't understand why we couldn't get used to as the world's largest 
superpower why we couldn't get used to living next door to the small you know as he put it relatively 
insignificant country so but my point is that is that in those kinds of discussions there was just a real you 
know hard a very upfront kind of dialogue and discussion and give-and-take and then coming out of that with 
the whole series of agreements that that Fidel reached we just had with the with the with the Nicaraguans 
when we met with them for example when with the Sandinistas you know again the same thing what were 
those like well 
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same thing what were those like well same thing they had they had talked about we had talked with our State 
Department they had talked about that the the Sandinistas were not willing to have elections that they were 
gonna put him off for some time they agreed to do that and of course they they did it they did it with mass 
participation in fact by the people with seven different political parties are participating over 2000 
international observers they agreed to that they agreed to to amnesty for those people who had been 
involved in the resistance movement they're the Contras again they agreed to normalize relations with the 
United States a notice to to stop any kind of exportation of arms and so on to two other countries which they 
said they weren't doing anyway but in any case the point is that that in response to your question is that you 
know Jesse was able to go into the into those situations and | might add | should | should add that it wasn't 
only with Fidel Castro and with with the Sandinistas is also for example with him Salvador when we met with 
threw out of thing and talked to him about his situation so it wasn't only like only dealing with people who 
generally considered to be left or progressive but even dealing with you know with very conservative 
elements we met again with Duarte and as | say the same thing in the United States were we not only have 
met with with union membership but we've met with management and again Jesse having a facility for being 
able to dialogue with all of those parties and try to get them two to two and as he often says what happens in 
so many situations | know I have been involved in being involved with with Jesse we've talked about 
developing a coalition for example between blacks Hispanics progressive rights and so on and we've been in 
several instances where we're in in my own group dealing with Latinos where you know there's a certain 


resistance to opportu to to working with black saying well you know they're getting everything we're not 
getting anything and blah blah blah and he's black he only cares about you know and then sitting down and 
saying well look let's let's draw up the ten issues 
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look let's let's draw up the ten issues that we think are most important and then having blacks do the same 
thing and then comparing those things and finding that on eight out of the ten issues we agree and saying 
you know let's not focus on the two that we disagree let's focus on the eight that we agree on and after we 
worked our way through that then let's see how what we can do about the other two and in many instances 
it's simply a question of approaching a negotiating situation without a lot of stereotypes with a lot of preset 
notions | recall recently | was reading the the book by Bob Woodward Vail and it was very interesting 
because | think one of the more significant revelations in that book is where you had people in the Reagan 
administration who already had a preset idea of what it is that the Soviets were you so V ‘its we're doing 
weather it and the Cubans were doing whether it's in El Salvador Nicaragua or grenadier somewhere else 
and even though CIA reports would say that there's no evidence of that they would refuse to accept it and 
say | mean they would say keep doing it until you get what we want you to get which we know is going on 
right you know what going on and so the point that I'm making is that I think part of the negotiation is is the 
skill of negotiation is going in without a lot of those prejudices without a lot of those the assumption that 
management is wrong the assumption that a union membership is wrong the assumption that the 
government is wrong on the assumption that those that are protesting against the government are wrong | 
mean you know you just kind of go in there within and allow yourself to be kind of neutral as you're 
approaching that and it makes a huge difference in terms of how you you're able to to negotiate your way 
through that you've seen travel with Jesse Jackson know him real well what's what's he like he comes across 
as since they're funny quick with a big grasp of the issues and all what was he like is this well personally 
possibly a very complex individual of course as one would imagine someone of his of his stature and his 
experience and so on he is a very funny man tremendous sense of timing | think that probably come from 
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timing | think that probably come from him being a minister and | mean he can just keep us laughing the 
whole time that were that were on the on the road and has a tremendous facility for mimicking other 
politicians and know who does he knew he does Strom Thurmond were away a lot of black ministers and 
some that he's had relationships with over the years he's really quite good at doing that but at the same time 
very intense man and amazingly amazingly insightful he's been very interesting to me because before | 
started working as campaign manager here in the state of Texas | was a policy advisor and speechwriter for 
the campaign and one of my jobs in doing that was to organize briefing sessions for the debates and as you 
know there have been an enormous number of debates around the country before before these elections 
and so | would bring in people from you know all over the country and some high-level people in economics 
in in foreign policy on you know arms negotiations very technical areas and we would normally have three 
four five people who would come into into the city where the debate was going on and we'd never failed to 
amaze them that they would sit there in some very specific air that they just knew everything about you know 
and they would be able to go through and talk about it for five or ten or 15 minutes and immediately he would 
have a grasp of it that even they didn't understand and then he would the real facility was to take those very 
complex issues and then put it in some kind of form whether it's in in kind of a story form or a parable form or 
or a one-liner or something that kind of encapsulated an entire concept an entire set of ideas and they were 
always amazed at | mean without without fog without the failure they were always amazed at his ability to 
grasp these very complex issues and then again be able to put them across to the American public in a form 
that was much more understandable and that's basically the way he operates together today imogen Texas 
have long 
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together today imogen Texas have long jobs oil drops $20 a barrel more than Glu is in trouble then it drops 
rookies lose their jobs stop drilling we become normal again oh boy you know I wanna drop not complain to 
the five steps on the gallon of gas your freedom is worth more therefore | think other than the more personal 
level this kind of this humorous side of Jesse Jackson which | guess those people who saw the Saturday 
Night Live show probably got a taste of that I've seen bla teaches where he talked where he has a good pork 
chop story where five kids and three pork chops in booth prices fall within this blink of one day the flag is 
thousands thousands of farmers whose land being repossessed a state of national imagine that we must 
declare a moratorium on foreclosures 
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| need emergency money for planning you season tail Regan don't get a hundred million dollar to the contra 
give it to the contract the local farmer said nation and better go those things we don't have a lead for the 
farmer burger we tried the nutrition in the day and the hunger water code in the world we need to call so 
soon we don't have money to bail the format we can buy an act will require another to Japan in two hours we 
need farmers or the remember to the Golden Apple money with a trillion dollars or the pizza in the veins call 
Star Wars save the farmer we could restructure the debt and save Japan and savior we can save the 
American farmer and put their macula talk about we got too many more if the mother had five children and to 
Botox chemotherapy children die of liquor 
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she wants a fair amount budgeted and star mushroom should cut to cool chuck up in the fire and may praise 
it because she's a mother yeah he's very good at coming up with those kind of stories and like | said one of 
the things that is very gratifying about working with him is that is that the stories have substance it's one thing 
to tell a story because it kind of is catchy er because it it's an alliteration that that sounds nice and so on but 
it's another thing to say something that really has some substance to it again the one that you make 
reference to where he talks about a mother with with five children and only having three pork chops | mean 
really very significant when you stop and think about it particularly us as the nation a nation is blessed as we 
are and with the resources that we have that we have so much excess in terms of food and so on and yet we 
still have 20 million Americans that are hungry we have 33 million Americans in poverty | mean that kind of 
thing is just has a lot of substance to it and there's a gramm-rudman parable about the ham and egg 
sandwich exactly talking about how the cuts while they appear to affect everybody evenly and of course all of 
the other candidates supported gramm-rudman that in fact when you start off with less those cuts hit you hit 
you harder butcher Amaro magnet legislation and talk about it's fair it's not fair well 
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the rich people or the chicken and the poor people are the exact exactly if | said those kinds of stories with 
an awful lot of substance come on oh let's talk now about the difference between Jesse Jackson and the 
other Democratic candidates as well as the difference between his vision and Ronald Reagan what makes 
Jesse Jackson's vision of the world that you began talking about different than the other candidates well to 
begin | think that it really comes as it's a much more it's a member the other way around the it's a much less 
patronizing a much more mature | think vision of the world that is to say let me get let me give you an 
example in in the last campaign | was responsible for organizing a meeting with with the Mexicans the Secret 
Service was very much opposed to us going to Mexico to meet with with with Mexican leadership to find out 
we want to find about immigration about about the the debt crisis about the the situation with what was 
happening with oil prices and so on you know Jesse instinctively understood that there was no way that he 
could invite Mexicans to come to the United States to talk about these issues he understood that from the 
standpoint of respect and the standpoint of really getting an honest assessment of the situation it was 
important that he as an american go to mexico that 
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he as an american go to mexico that instead of again the you know the the boss are calling in you know his 
his peons to tell them what he's going to do that it was important that he go to mexico that he show that he 
respected them respect therapy he was willing to deal with them on their terms in their turf | mean it's very 
significant from a third-world perspective an awful lot of people | think do not fully comprehend and it was it 
was very many ways symbolized the difference between Jesse and the way a lot of other candidates deal 
with things because part of our problem in dealing with third our countries is exactly having that vision that 
with that you know that they somehow are dependent on us that they somehow don't have anything to offer 
you know the the the situation in Central America is a very good case in point where even back at that time 
in the 84 campaign of all the candidates who were running Jessie was the only one who said peace in 
Central America must come from Central America it must be an indigenous process and that is why we were 
supporting with the quintella process at that time because again the idea but but from the Reagan 
perspective there was there's no way that they can come up with | mean how can they negotiate a peace for 
Central without us being involved without just telling them what they telling them what they need to do | think 
that's a very fundamental point that distinguishes Jesse from from any of the other candidates and again it 
comes from a from experience and it comes from from him having dealt with so many people in the world 
because of course he's been all over the world and and not as a tourist but in talking with folks he went to to 
the southern African country the same thing so it's more of an international vision of seeing the world as a 
totality and to be able to respect and understand the differences exactly different country and Anders and 
respecting them and accepting them in their own terms rather than imposing your turn you know your 
experience your history your assumptions on them you know your visions of where you think 
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know your visions of where you think they should go which is very different from the liberal establishment the 
core of which is we're going to have these programs to help you we're going and under our terms he's not 
going to pretend with yes we're going to have our but you have to accept our values absolutely that 
absolutely fundamental difference and it's it's it's one that it's amazing to me because because so many 
people do not see it and yet it is probably one of the most substantive differences between Jesse and the 
other candidates it also informs some of the other differences | think particularly in terms of the way he 
approaches domestic policy because in the first place it informs it in the sense that when you begin to 
develop an alternative view such as this it also means that you begin to realize that our national defense for 
example should correspond to our national needs not to our national what you really have had particularly in 
the Reagan administration is this imagination | mean if you believe that ghosts exist you know you will take 
all kinds of men may end up you know shooting somebody from your family because you were trying to 
shoot a ghost | mean the consequences are significant right and we have had a foreign policy in in many 
ways in this country there really corresponds more to our imagination rather than to our real needs | mean 
the world and we're not in World War two anymore Europe is their borders are secure they're able to take 
care of themselves we spend almost 45 percent of our defense budget on the defense of Europe alone and 
so he begins to see that you know there is a real possibility now for a reduction in arms a very real possibility 
for a reduction in the bloated military military budget now what does that mean that means that he it frees up 
monies for domestic spending it frees up monies for helping third world countries he robbed and developed 
as they need which helps us to because when those countries develop them they buy our products obviously 
that creates jobs for us as well and one of the major problems we have right now with the 
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problems we have right now with the Latin American debt is not only that they can't pay it but is that they 
can't buy our products and therefore of course we lose all kinds of jobs to the third world but in addition to 
that he recognizes that you know one has to as a sitting president one has to try and even the playing field 
and in an international sense not just domestically because in many ways what has happened is you have 
had has had uncontrolled multinational growth to where they have undercut organized labor here by utilizing 
slave labor in other countries and that not only undercuts the American worker in the American economy but 
ultimately and undercuts those countries too because eventually those people as we're seeing right now in 


Korea and Taiwan and places you know those people who were working on slave wages they begin 
demanding decent wages and so on so that instead of the United States suppressing those things those 
kinds of movements in other countries we as a nation need on the one hand to make multinationals more 
responsible not only to the American public and the American economy but to the world economy and the 
world public and we need to even those playing fields again because eventually we're going to have to 
weather it up having to suppress rebellions in other countries are here from our own people who have been 
thrown out of work so and one of the things that he has an amazing ability to do again is to tie those pieces 
together how they're related make links that no other candidate makes and it just makes for a whole different 
kind of approach to to to to politics let's talk about the campaign and the Democrats last time there were 
problems of course the Democratic establishment didn't want any part of Jesse Jackson and still they're 
freaking out trying to figure out ways to either shove him aside or keep him out of the limelight some way 
anything how successful is this so far and you think they'll continue to do that well is there better change in 
some ways | think in some ways there's been a change | don't know to what extent it's probably some little bit 
on each side spent several things have happened of 
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spent several things have happened of course first in 84 | think to begin with that part of it | think an awful lot 
of people particularly in the Democratic establishment we're responding to their own myths about Jesse 
Jackson they were still seeing the big afro and the dashikis and you know this and that and in many ways 
you know he had been tagged as being radical uncontrollable a loose cannon unpredictable you know he's 
gonna go off and form a third party he's going to you know start cursing or whatever right and it was in many 
ways it was like they were responding to those stereotype whether anything in his behavior where | 
substantiated that view or not didn't make any difference they just knew that's the way he was right so in 
many ways that's the way they reacted to him and so we were very much on the fringes as is the way that 
they dealt with us I think several things have happened that have changed that to some extent although it 
does still this happening to some extent first of all the candidates in fact of all major Democratic Party 
leadership nationally jesse was the only one who toed the line after the 84 election even people like Ted 
Kennedy were saying the Democratic Party has to become more conservative it has to become more like 
Ron Ragan because look at the landslide victory of Ronald Reagan in 84 it demonstrates the Democratic 
Party is no longer in touch with the American public and Jesse was saying not true that was a personal 
victory for Ronald Reagan because of his personal popularity it was not a political victory for Ronald Reagan 
it was not a victory for his philosophy for his views of government and and where we should be going and so 
he told the line on that he said you know the Democratic Party has to stay with its historic principles with it 
with it with its historic constituencies we have to stop running from the special interest and isn't that that we 
had been kind of tagged with and | think that has come to pass | think you know we have seen that in fact it 
was basically a personal victory for Ronald Reagan and not a victory for the Republican Party 
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not a victory for the Republican Party offered for Ronald Reagan's vision of the world in fact on | mean | think 
aid to the corners is a good example | mean throughout his term 2/3 to 3/4 of the American public has 
consistently opposed aid to the Contras and so even though they were voting for him they still did not 
support his basic vision of the world so | think that some of that that reality has set in | think also certain 
circumstances have had a quote unquote helped one of course the thing with Gary Hart | mean here was 
someone who was considered to be kind of at the time when he was first in the race that's kind of you know 
the heir apparent to the Democratic Party leadership and so on and so forth then what he went through 
maybe he was off somewheres nobody knew what that was doing but they found out that he sure did didn't 
they and then of course what happened with Joe Biden the same kind of thing and even with Albert Gore you 
know one of the things is very interesting one of the things the Democratic Party did that we were not 
particularly pleased with but we were willing to go along with it and the Democratic Party Paul Kirk made all 
of the candidates pledge to refrain from criticizing the other candidates to refrain from getting involved in 
these kind of personal you know differences and just focus on the issues and everybody agreed to that the 


one who has who has not lived up to that to that promise is Albert Gore he has begun to attack the other 
candidates and to attack them from the perspective of the Republican Party you know mark my words in the 
general election in November gore is going to be the person the Republican that the Republicans are quoting 
because he again is talking about special interest he's talking about how the Democratic party needs to 
become more conservative and so on and so forth so the point that I'm making is that those kinds of events 
have also helped to demonstrate to the Democratic Party that Jesse really is a team player really is in the 
mainstream the historic mainstream of the Democratic Party and that he's on track on the issues he 
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that he's on track on the issues he absolutely kept to the proper Road until you hear you read about how the 
Democratic establishment says that Jesse's candidacy is quote divisive you see that in the press a lot and 
that they're trying to do everything they can to make sure that he doesn't get any further than he really does 
and they're freaking out within the counsels of the fatcats no question no question that there are elements 
within the Democratic Party that are very disturbed by by jesse standing in the polls in particularly because of 
the persistence of his standing in the polls | think part of what we have seen here in Texas for example has 
been that the Democratic Party establishment here the old guard has begun to rally around Albert Gore 
simply because he's of course the southern candidate and whole DLC the Democratic Leadership Council 
which is of course more conservative Southern Democrats because | think part of what you saw happen was 
that after heart dropped out of the race last year the idea was that the the jump that Jesse took in the polls 
where he began leading everyone everybody by huge amounts that it was a temporary blip you know name 
recognition and they all expected it to kind of fade out fairly quickly well | mean his standing has stayed very 
high and in fact has increased in almost all instances in his been a very consistent support and not in and it's 
a support that's not only among blacks but among a whole range of people and we have consistently been in 
double digits in lowa well | mean | was 1% black so you can't argue that it's you know just black support here 
in Texas there have been polls that have showed us with a 58% support among Hispanics for example so it's 
clear that it's a support that is much more broad-based than they had giving us credit for in the past so | think 
you're right in the sense that there are still elements within the Democratic Party and in many instances | 
think | think they are really behind the American public we have found that there's an awful lot of Americans 
from all kinds of backgrounds who are very 
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all kinds of backgrounds who are very very much attracted to two of what jesse is saying whether it's farmers 
in lowa or West Texas we have had people from all kinds of backgrounds coming up to us and and offering 
their support for the campaign | mean as someone who worked in the 84 campaign | can | mean | can swear 
to you that the support that we are getting among non blacks this time is qualitatively and quantitatively 
different from it was from what it was in 84 and yeah | think some of those elements are disturbed by that 
and yet in 84 jesse couldn't get the support of the quote black establishment yes that's true and again it you 
know it was what is that start out with and then has it changed at all this time what is the support know what 
is the black establishment | hear well talk about that is it the southern elite leadership not only you're really 
talking about there is there is a a broad base of eyes a broad base but there is a a cross-section of the black 
community particularly elected officials Congress people mayor's throughout the country as well as some 
leadership of like the n-double-a-cp and a few other organizations the National Urban League and so on that 
generally speaking are identified as the leadership of the black community in the United States and what 
happened in 84 of course was for a whole series of reasons one of course Jesse got into the race somewhat 
late others because they simply had a difficult time dealing with with with with Jesse and others because of 
course like all of us have egos and there's they're advocating for yeah there's rivalry for leadership in the 
black community and so on and so forth and most of the supported Mondale supported hard we had very 
little support among among those people and what happened was that in every instance without fail every 
single instance whether you're talking about at the Congressional level or whether you're talking about 
Atlanta with Andy Young you're talking about Coleman Willson good in Philadelphia our Tom 
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Willson good in Philadelphia our Tom Bradley and in Los Angeles in every single instance we warn those 
cities those congressional districts where those black leaders were not supporting us | mean he was an 
amazing revelation | think as much to white leadership in America as it was to those blacks | mean they 
really thought they controlled their constituencies and really what it was was that you had this layer of 
leadership but then you had the community down there well we did basically as a campaign is we bypassed 
that leadership and went directly to the community through the black churches through the black community 
leaders black community organizations and so on and we were able to mobilize those communities to 
support Jesse and so that of course so as | said it was an amazing revelation to him so now in now virtually 
all those people are supporting us oh they are virtually every one of 19 out of the 23 black members of the 
black Congressional Caucus for example are supporting the campaign most of the mayors are supporting 
the campaign as you know in leadership again throughout the country there's a few places where it's not 
when you've had four whole series of historical reasons Andy young in Atlanta for example where they're not 
supporting us but it's they're very few and far between well he's been an establishment man for a long time a 
member of the Trilateral Commission all this stuff right right in with Mondale Illinois right in well go ahead | 
was just going to ask you about your evaluation of the media coverage of Jackson it always amazed me to 
see him so high in the polls and yet the media frequently would just ignore him just this morning read through 
the New York Times for the entire week and there was a story on all the other Democratic candidates on the 
lowa caucus primaries that are coming up and several on Hart but nothing on Jackson so here's some 
mainstream media just trying to block him out whereas he is one of the most popular candidates and this has 
been going on for months no question what's happening how do you explain this well you know it's a it's hard 
it's hard for me to say | mean | | 
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hard it's hard for me to say | mean | | have seen it in the last campaign it's gone from negative reporting and 
the negative reporting not sticking whether it's trying to you know to argue that with operation push that 
somehow you know it was in debt and that it didn't was not managed well etc etc to reporting that we had 
fourteen thousand dollar penalty on on the 84 campaign in violations and so on not reporting of course that 
Mondale has something like three million dollars in violations to the negative reporting to just simply the the 
ignoring of Jessie you know | don't know I think the media by and large still has a very difficult time well we 
have to understand about the American media again making a generalization is that it is and | don't want to 
use the term necessarily racist because | don't mean | mean there's there's elements of that but | think the 
more the more appropriate term is insensitive that is | think it is insensitive not only to blacks it's insensitive 
because there are very few blacks in management positions there are few blacks reporters and so on but it's 
also insensitive to Hispanics it's insensitive to women it's insensitive to the elderly it's insensitive to Union to 
labor people insensitive to you know progressive politics generally when you find no one who syndicated 
columnist nationally who | think you can really say is is you know quote-unquote far left the way you find 
people far-right right | mean there is no Left equivalent of of George Will or William Buckley so that kind of 
insensitivity | think you know leads to a certain degree of either either negative reporting or simply ignoring of 
the campaign and then of course they box themselves into a particular point of view because once you come 
to believe that Jesse Jackson is unelectable wellness you know what's the point of covering it | mean any 
larrya's candidate right not a serious candidate so what's the point of covering if so | think it's just part of that 
whole kind of mentality that feeds off of off of itself and leads to to either negative coverage or no coverage 
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either negative coverage or no coverage well be it will be interesting to see if the media are forced to give 
Jackson more coverage once the primary results start coming in do you want to give your prognosis of what 
might be coming forth in the election what role you think Jackson will play well | mean | want to be very 
optimistic | have seen this Jesse Jackson evolve over the last three or four years | American public | think it's 
some very significant ways evolved | think that that we're going to do quite well | think you'll see Jesse get 


double digits in in lowa New Hampshire | think we'll take the south and | think after we take the south | think 
you're gonna see us take a lot of other areas too | think we're gonna take New York for example one of the 
unanalyzed pieces of this campaign is that we're going to take New York and we have developed a coalition 
there got all the endorsements of blacks as well as the Puerto Rican officials there and progressive why 
some of the labor unions and we're gonna get 3035 percent of the vote in New York and take it that's why 
Cuomo can't get in the race that's why he can endorse anybody else because he'll lose he can't deliver his 
state for himself or for any other candidate will do quite well in California New Jersey some of the Illinois | 
mean | I'm very optimistic that we'll be able to take the election | think the worst-case scenario is that we're 
gonna walk into Atlanta with anywhere from a thousand fifteen hundred delegates without anybody having a 
majority that they need and therefore we're not the the candidate of the party will be able to determine who 
that candidate is who the Vice President is and a whole series of appointments well the convention is still 
stacked with a lot of power and extra votes given to the old boy club anyway right very much so no matter 
what you do yeah and most of the the way the rules operate about 25% of the delegates are what they call 
super-delegates are kind of set aside so the popular vote doesn't doesn't really mean anything but we're 
combating that in a couple of ways number one we just see ourselves as getting of course a significant 
percentage of the vote 
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significant percentage of the vote generally so even if the 75% that is allocated on the basis of your vote in 
your popular vote will get a significant percentage of that but we also this time our people are much more 
sophisticated much more knowledgeable of delegate selection rules and convention processes we're holding 
workshops all over the country on on those processes and we're expending we're expecting to send our 
people to the their precinct caucuses their district caucuses the state caucuses etc knowledgeable of the 
rules and ready to do all that they have to get some of that 25% as well so we think we're gonna do we're 
you know quite well if we're going to be surprised at how well we do in in in in getting delegates how does it 
how you go about running a campaign with very little money you have the least of anybody yet very creative 
right is if you like to say we were poor campaign you can t vote like everybody else that's true no but in many 
ways it does it forces us to be much more creative it forces us to you know to to be much more inventive in 
the kind of things that we do but | think most importantly is simply that ours is a grassroots campaign you 
know what a lot of the other candidates do is they go out and they buy endorsements they go out and they 
pay for people to go to convention so that they can they buy their memberships and organizations they buy 
their registration fees that convention so that they can vote in the straw polls well we can't do that and I'm all 
in many ways I'm glad we can't do that but our support is that is at the popular level it's at the masses of 
people people who have been disaffected in the past people have been disillusioned by the process people 
who have felt kind of on the margins of the political process and they are the ones that that jesse is able to 
mobilize he can he can animate them he can he can create enthusiasm among them the way no other 
candidate in my lifetime has been able to do and | and that really is where our base of support comes from 
and that's that's that's a base that you don't need a lot of money plus we don't have the name recognition 
problem some of the other candidates have we don't have to go out and buy name recognition Jesse got it 
the old-fashioned way he earned it with hard work | mean his name is not because he was born Kennedy or 
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is not because he was born Kennedy or Rockefeller you know his name is because people know for the last 
25 30 years of his life he has been in the forefront of the most significant change in this country whether it's 
in civil rights or whether it's in women's rights whether it's in you know Vietnam foreign policy he has been at 
the forefront of that kind of and he's in and he's not afraid to face those issues you know as a case in point 
last April 25th 250,000 peace activists marched in Washington no other candidate would show up they were 
all invited September 15th of 1987 the Teamsters who were being threatened with trusteeship by the 
government no other candidate would show up except Jesse to speak to them October the 11th of 1987 
750,000 gays and lesbians marched on Washington about the AIDS crisis all of the presidential candidates 
were invited Jessie shota only Jessie was willing to be there and stand in front of 2,000 people dying of AIDS 


the other Kenneth's wouldn't be wouldn't wouldn't wouldn't wouldn't get close to it because it was not 
presidential | think that kind of courage that kind of integrity that kind of moral leadership that kind of 
character speaks for itself and | think it it creates a certain kind of enthusiasm an authentic kind of support 
that the other candidates you know cannot cannot duplicate when the top ball is going to bounce a solid a 
get 60% of their car making more than work unless the bottom part of the state gets the finger second 
working more making less the hairs get a tax cut the have-nots to the loser and give a confessor and 50,000 
corporations make a profit in payroll taxes that's all Americans natural 
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musician is super the leg on the way go there to me and we'll keep you company while Wall Street goes out 
the roof the tour final part in the safety net there now for the 1 million people probably 29 Leroy the poor are 
both white and blues purples are not on welfare the rest of the day that are correct they change they go there 
they my powers and hostages they fall they usually work only their Harvard mr. Reagan has been a master if 
| can keep the eyes on the prize maybe you need a charge and security and Raven gave you go over the 
plan as you got the press roll and you play but you don't have your job you don't have a little ways you don't 
have justice the Rutgers in this nation welcome somewhere sometime someplace must stand up and said 
now 
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lastly backup and coliform on a mission today people coming together could never come together before the 
battle or build a house they labor but the living thing is saying that will be no peace in your dad to the lining 
and the land line together there'll be no peace or a good window to each other and respect each other and 
crying for the tears and share shoulders we stand together today as God's people fighting for justice and 
freedom we reject Rampone real fighting for rainbow that's alternative use for this time we thank you for 
sharing your time with us we'd also like to thank the people local p9 of the United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union who were struggling against the Hormel company up in Austin Minnesota they made a copy 
of the Jesse Jackson tape for us and made it available to us so we could show it to you and of course as 
usual we want to 
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you and of course as usual we want to thank Austin community television a CTV alternative views as a 
presentation of the alternative Information Network p.o box 7279 Austin Texas seven eight seven one three 
we'll leave this on long enough for you to jot that down alternative information network p.o box seven 279 
Austin Texas seven eight seven one three goodbye 


END 


